Notes & Quotes — June 6, 2010
Cascading Choices

Genesis 4
Series: Blind Spots

“Instead of concluding it is best to be wherever God wants us to be, we have decided that wherever it is
best for us to be is where God wants us. Actually God’s will for us is less about our comfort than it is
about our contribution. God would never choose for us safety at the cost of significance. God created
you so that your life would count, not so that you could count the days of your life.” — Erwin McManus

Genesis 4:1-9

1 Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, "With the help
of the LORD | have brought forth a man.” 2 Later she gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel kept
flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 3 In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an
offering to the LORD. 4 But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD
looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So
Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. 6 Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry?
Why is your face downcast? 7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what
is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it." 8 Now Cain said to
his brother Abel, "Let's go out to the field." And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel
and killed him. 9 Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is your brother Abel?" "I don't know," he replied.
"Am | my brother's keeper?"

Choice #1: Cain’s response to Abel being preferred over him (v. 5)
Choice #2: Cain’s response to God’s pursuit (v. 6-7)

Choice #3: Cain doing what he wanted instead of what God wanted (v. 8-9)

“Who does not know that it is God’s will we should be without guile and malice? Then let us decide never
to mislead people and never to do or say things merely to cause pain or harm. Let us decide that today,
right now, we will not do such things. You might think that this is a very small part of identifying with God’s
will. But in fact lying and malice are foundational sins. They make possible and actual many other sins.

If you removed them, the structure of evil in the individual and in society would be largely eliminated.
From family fights and breakups to warfare, the human landscape would be transformed beyond
recognition.” — Dallas Willard



