Notes & Quotes — March 21, 2010
Hey, There Are Rocks in This Stream!
1 & 2 Peter

Series: Refuel...Hydrating the soul

OThere is nothing more precious to God than our praise during afflictionEWhat He does not protect us
from, He will perfect us through. There is indeed a special blessing for those who do not become
offended in God during adversity.O B Robert Frost

OLearn how to love in the messiness of human relationships B confronting, forgiving, and asking to be
forgiven. DonOt make a hassle-free life your primary pursuit; instead, listen to God to discern how he is
using these interruptions to cleanse your soul and purify your attitudes.O B Gary Thomas
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Flourishing Abide

“come to me and drink”
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“streams of living water”
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self-destructive pain vs. redemptive pain
the way of Judas vs. the way of Peter

Acts 2:1-4

1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They
saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

Acts 2:14

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of
you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what | say.

Acts 3:6



Then Peter said, "Silver or gold | do not have, but what | have | give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, walk."

Acts 4:8
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: "Rulers and elders of the people!

Acts 4:31
After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.

Acts 5:17-19

17 Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees, were
filled with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. 19 But during the night
an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out.

Acts 7 b Stephen is killed

Acts 8 B church is persecuted and scattered
Acts 9 b Saul struck blind on road to Damascus
Acts 12 b Peter arrested again, James killed

Italian painter, Carravagio — Crucifixion of Peter

OEAIl around us the air is full of vague rumors of a newfound faith which is free of effort and tolerant of
everything save toil or pain, it is time to speak out boldly and to say that true Christianity is the most costly
possession in the world, that it still knows but one road, which leads over Calvary, and still has but one



symbol, which is a cross. If a saint is one who approximates to the life of Christ, it is self-evident that he
is one who suffers in the endeavor to come to God.O

P R. Somerset Ward

Reasons Christians want to quit...(from 1 & 2 Peter):

They live like refugees, scattered throughout the earth (1 Peter 1:1)

They are falsely accused, blamed for things they never did (1 Peter 2:12)

They are subjected to difficult working conditions (1 Peter 2:18-19)

They are punished for doing the right thing (1 Peter 3:13)

They are enticed to sin by those around them (1 Peter 4:3)

They are ridiculed when they donOt join the sin of others (1 Peter 4:4)

They are surrounded by false teachers trying to mislead them (2 Peter 2)

They are disappointed with God who seems to be slow in keeping his promises (2 Peter 3:9)
They are harassed by the devil himself, who wants to destroy them (1 Peter 5:8)

Robertson & Muriel McQuilkin

OLife was heavy on meEl was numb. Not bitterEWhy should | be? ThatOs the way life is,
life in a broken world. But the passion in my love for God had evaporated, leaving a
residue of resignationEl knew that | was in deep trouble, and | did the only thing | knew

to do DB I went away for prayer and fasting. It took about 24 hours to shake free of the
preoccupation with my own wounds and to focus on the excellencies of GodEl wrote

God a love letter, naming 41 of his marvelous gifts to me, spotlighting 11 of his grandest
acts in history, and exulting in 10 of his characteristics that exceed my imagination.

Surely he enjoyed my gratitude  who doesnOt appreciate gratitude? But | discovered
something elseEl call it the reflect action of thanksgivingEthat ingratitude impoverishes
but a heavy heart lifts on the wings of praise.O B Robertson McQuilkin

Redemptive suffering...

Refines our faith (1 Peter 1:6-7)



1 Peter 1:6-7

6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of
trials. 7 These have come so that your faith-- of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though
refined by fire-- may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is
revealed.

I Weans us from sin (1 Peter 4:1-2)

1 Peter 4:1-2

1 Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, because he
who has suffered in his body is done with sin. 2 As a result, he does not live the rest of his earthly life for
evil human desires, but rather for the will of God.

I Deepens our intimacy with Jesus (1 Peter 4:12-13)
1 Peter 4:12-13
12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange

were happening to you. 13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be
overjoyed when his glory is revealed.

Natan Sharansky Glienecke Bridge in Berlin

Daily devotional guide available at...
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